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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6476 NOTE PREPARED: Feb 14, 2023
BILL NUMBER: HB 1466 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  Juror Compensation.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. Davis BILL STATUS: As Passed House
FIRST SPONSOR: Sen. Gaskill

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: Local
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: This bill has the following provisions:

A. It increases the jury fee collected from a defendant who has committed a crime or committed certain
violations to $6. (Current jury fee is $2.) 

B. It requires the clerk to collect a jury fee of $75 from a party filing a civil tort or plenary action. 

C. It increases the jury appearance fee to $30 per day for each day a juror is in attendance until the jury
is impaneled. (Current rate is $15 per day.) 

D. It increases the juror payment rate to $80 per day for the first five days of trial and to $90 per day
starting on the sixth day of trial until the jury is discharged. (Current rate is $40 per day.) 

E. It also makes conforming changes.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2023.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of Local Expenditures: The bill is estimated to increase local expenditures by approximately
$2.09 M, annually. However, counties could recoup some cost of the jury compensation cost from the jury
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fee. [See Explanation of Local Revenues.] 

The bill increases the appearance per diem from $15 to $30, and $40 to $80 for actual attendance after the
jury is impaneled through the fifth day of trial. After the fifth day, the per diem increases to $90 for each day
the juror is in actual attendance until the jury is discharged. 

[Under current law, jurors are paid $15 for each day the juror is in actual attendance and not impaneled and
$40 per day for each day that the jury members are participating as a member of a jury. Members may also
receive travel reimbursement.] Consequently, the added costs for counties would be $480 each day that a
12-member jury is in session and $240 each day that a 6-member jury is in session. As a result, the total
estimated cost is $4.17 M.

Jury Type: 
Average # of Jury
Trials per Year

Average Length of
Trial

Per Diem Cost per
Trial

Total Per Diem
Expenditures

Six Person Jury 653 2 day $1,710 $1,116,630

Twelve Person Jury 590 4 days $5,190 $3,062,100

Total $4,178,730

Source: Judicial Conference of Indiana, Jury Committee. 

As proposed, the bill will increase county expenditures for paying members of the jury the per diem
reimbursement for their participation. The bill provides that beginning on the sixth day of trial and through
the conclusion of trial, the jurors serving would have per diem rate that is higher than the regular rate. On
the sixth day, the rate increases to $90 per day. If a jury trial extends beyond the fifth day, local expenditures
will increase. 

The bill would establish the following pay schedule.

Number of Days Trial is in Session

Not Impaneled 1st day 2nd day 3rd day 4th day 5th day 6th day 7th day

Amount Paid $30 $80 $80 $80 $80 $80 $90 $90

Based on a study conducted by the Judicial Conference of Indiana, the average length of trial for a 6-member
jury is two days and the average length of trial for 12-member jury is four days.

Additional Information - The expenditures for jury in trial courts have appeared to increase between 2015
and 2019. Under IC 33-37-10-1, reimbursement of juror mileage to and from the courthouse is the same rate
used for state employee mileage reimbursement.
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Total Per Diem and Mileage Expenditures for Jury Trials by Year

    2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$1,836,528 $1,928,173 $2,148,710 $2,197,826 $1,930,167

The average cost for reimbursing jury members has fluctuated between $1,900 to less than $1,300 between
2010 and 2019. 

Per Diem Expenditures Per Jury Trial by Year

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$1,587 $1,852 $1,896 $1,774 $1,690

Explanation of Local Revenues: Summary - The bill is estimated to increase local revenue to the Jury Pay
Fund ranging between $1.6 M and $2.4 M annually, beginning in FY 2024. 

Jury Fee: The bill increases the jury fee collected from a defendant who has committed a crime or committed
certain violations from $2 to $6. This provision could generate new revenue ranging between $1.29 M and
$1.69 M annually based on the reported revenue collected. The jury fee is deposited in the Jury Pay Fund.
 

Estimated Revenue Generated by 
Increasing the Jury Fee from $2 to $6

Revenue from
Jury Fee

Increase $4 Total Revenue

High $849,154 $1,698,308 $2,547,462

Average $763,883 $1,527,766 $2,291,648

Low $564,593 $1,129,186 $1,693,779

The bill adds a $75 jury fee to the filing fee for civil plenary and civil tort cases. This provision could
generate new revenue ranging between $551,625 and $706,125 from civil filings. The jury fee in civil
plenary and civil tort cases will be deposited into the Jury Pay Fund. 

Estimated Revenue Generated from $75 Jury Fee for Civil Plenary
and Civil Tort Cases

Civil Plenary* Civil Tort* Total Revenue

High $497,175 $208,950 $706,125

Average $451,313 $181,788 $633,100

Low $413,550 $138,075 $551,625

*Based on a 6-year average of cases disposed by jury trial, bench trial,
disposition, and default. 
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Jury Pay Fund: The Jury Pay Fund is part of the county user fee fund. This fee is collected in each action
in which a defendant is found to have committed a crime, violated a statute defining an infraction, or violated
an ordinance or a municipal corporation. The revenue generated by this fee are deposited in the county user
fee funds to use for paying jurors. 

Money from the this fee pays the per diem costs and mileage of jury members. The fee revenue reported for
these fee as shown below. 

Fee Revenue Deposited in the Jury Pay Fund

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$939,253 $865,958 $853,776 $803,408 $763,055

State Agencies Affected: Indiana Supreme Court.

Local Agencies Affected: Trial courts; counties. 

Information Sources: Judicial Conference of Indiana, Jury Committee; Indiana Supreme Court, Judicial
Services Report, 2016 - 2020; Office of Judicial Administration, Trial Court Statistics by County. 

Fiscal Analyst:  Corrin Harvey,  317-234-9438.
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